[A method for in vivo measurements of implants used in the reconstruction of spinal fractures].
Little is known about the forces and moments acting on the spinal column during various movements and activities, and thus about the loading of implants used in the treatment of spinal fractures. A measuring method using an external fixation device was developed to determine the in vivo loading of spinal implants. On the basis of these data the forces acting on the spine can be calculated. The present paper describes this measuring method as applied to the fixation device, and initial experience with this device in a first application is presented.